LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY  DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE SUMMER 2007 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 6:00PM-8: 30PM – ATAC 1010

PS 2410SA MASS MEDIA AND POLITICS JULY 3– JULY23

INSTRUCTOR: DR. D. WEST RB 2033     Office Hours: BY APPOINTMENT    Telephone: 343-8304

This course focuses on the relationship between media and politics in Canada. It is designed as an introduction to Media Studies which encourages students to analyze, interpret and understand the various media and their influence on the process of politics, gender and sexual representation, multiculturalism, civic engagement, international relations, among other general themes. Students are required/encouraged to participate in class discussions and through the preparation of their assignments. Each class will consist of a lecture, a break and then a film and discussion. Students should be prepared for these discussions. This course is a Community Service Learning Course in Food Security. This means that the assignments will be formatted and collated for the use of a community partner of the Food Security Research Network – Slow Food Superior. http://www.slowfoodsuperior.ca/
GRADING

Attendance 10% Attendance will be taken each class.

Community Service Learning Media Assignments x 3  = 60% . Each student is responsible for submitting one assignment per week in Thursday’s class. This must be finished by Monday, July 23 -Late penalties will be 5% deduction for every day late. Reasonable extensions may be negotiated.

Week 1-      Media Content Analysis of how the local Thunder Bay media portrays and represents locally grown/processed/distributed food – every medium – radio, television, Internet, newspaper.

Week 2- Media Content Analysis of how two other community’s media in North America portray and represent locally grown/processed/distributed food – every medium – radio (Whatever you can get through Internet or Satellite Radio), television (Detroit, Twin Cities) Internet, newspaper (through the Internet).

Week 3 - 10 Recommendations as to how the local Thunder Bay media can improve how it portrays and represents locally grown/processed/distributed food.
Final take-home Examination 30% The final take-home examination will be handed out in class on July19th and is due in class on Monday July 23rd. Late penalties will be 5% reduction for every day late. There will be no extensions granted.
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REQUIRED TEXT

Attalah, Paul and Leslie Regan Shade, eds. Mediascapes: New Patterns in Canadian Communication, 2nd edition. Toronto: Thomson-Nelson, 2006.

READING/CLASS DISCUSSION SCHEDULE
July 3 – Introduction
                        Reading: M – pp. 9-27.








Media – Outfoxed 

July 4 – Audience Preparation 
Reading: M – pp. 49-61.

Media – Media that Matters “Slip of the Tongue,” “A Girl Like Me” and “In Transit”

July 5 – Culture and Ideology
            Reading: M – pp. 77-94. 

Media – “Water Warriors, “How Wal-Mart Came to Haslett” and “The Rules of the Game”

July 9 – Radio  


Reading: M – pp. 130-147.

Media – “Permission, “Eyes on the Fair Use of the Prize” and Book ‘em: Undereducated/Over-incarcerated”

July 10 – Film



Reading: M – pp. 148-162.

Media – “(Hate) Machine,” “In the Morning”, “Bread” and “Asparagus – A Stalkumentary”

July 11 – Television 


Reading: M – pp. 179-195.

Media – “Recycle”, “Night Vision” and “No Child”

July 12 – Intellectual Property
Reading: M – pp. 266-280.

Media – “As We Sleep”, “How to Make a Bird” and Esmaraldas: Petroleum and Poverty”

July 16 – Globalization and Media    Reading: M – pp. 284-301.

Media – “Is My Neighbor Latino?” “Vision Test” and “Copwatch”

July 17 - First Nations’ and Media
Reading: M – pp. 316-331.

Media – “Digital Story”, Holla Back Dubai” and “Diane Wilson: A Warrior’s Tale” 
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July 18 – Media and Politics
            Reading: M – pp. 332-345.

Media – “Sonic Materials Project”, “Aftermath of Infamy”, “Luv Me Latex”, We Were Humans” and “Storm”

July 19 – Media as Massage

Reading: M – pp. 346-364. - Take-Home 






Media – “Rebel” and “No Escape, Prison Rape”

July 23 – Final Thoughts

Take-Home Examination Due 

